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Crack addicts also exhibit a higher loss of
life expectancy than other drug addicts.
In a study that followed crack users for 15
years, researchers found that overdose
deaths were more than three times more
likely to occur in crack users, and that
women who started smoking crack had a
30 percent greater chance of a death as
compared to women who did not. Crack
use also puts addicts at an increased risk
of HIV and viral hepatitis. In a frontal
cortex study, crack users demonstrated
less ability in learning and memory tasks,
even after adjusting for other factors such
as age, school performance, mental
health, and drug use behaviors, like binge
drinking, which have previously been
identified as major risk factors for crack
addiction. The third factor is whether the
price of a cocaine is lower or higher than
its crack equivalent. For a given amount
of cocaine, crack cocaine is more
expensive. Most crack users smoke crack
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in addition to using cocaine. To them it is
worth it, because even at lower prices, it
is the more potent cocaine that they are
looking for. Some estimates say that
about one quarter of all drug use in the
United States starts as crack use. Cocaine
and crack are both derivatives of the
stimulant, cocaine. Cocaine has the same
main psychoactive component as
methamphetamine, methamphetamine or
meth, and the chemical structures of both
cocaine and meth are quite similar. The
findings suggest that the important links
between crack cocaine use, post-
traumatic stress disorder, and chronic
illness are likely due to the same
underlying reasons, says Dr. Palamar, and
are not very likely to be just the by-
product of drug use. Not only are they
strongly correlated, but they often occur
at the same time. The peak of crack use
tends to occur in conjunction with the
diagnosis of PTSD, and the increase in
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lifetime smoking among crack-using
people likely precedes their diagnosis of
lung cancer.
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